THE UNIVERSAL IMPORTANCE
OF THE ANATHEMA AGAINST ECUMENISM

Why the 1983 Anathema is a Principle of Unity for the Orthodox
and a Cause of Separation for the Lukewarm

Our goal should be to be faithful Orthodox Christians and to be under Orthodox
bishops—and to avoid heresy and avoid being under heretical bishops. The 1983
Anathema Against Ecumenism simply defends the Symbol of Faith of the Christian
religion — if a person resists the Anathema, then he is resisting the Orthodox Christian
Creed. In order to be a Christian, one needs to confess one Church and one baptism, as
the Nicene-Constantinopolitan Creed confesses. Constantinople, Alexandria, Antioch,
and others repeatedly confess heresy when they recognize the Orthodox, the
Monophysites, and the Latins as sister churches, all with efficacious sacraments. The
God-given truth is that there is only one Church of God, the Orthodox Catholic Church.
The Monophysites and the Latins are outside the Catholic Church. The problem is that
Constantinople et al. proclaim that the Church is divided into sister churches, lungs,
denominations, or branches that “differ in doctrine and way of life” and have been out of
communion with one another for centuries, but, somehow, all these denominations are
sisters! That is heresy, because it goes against the apostolic and patristic consensus that
there is one Church and one baptism. The God-given truth is that there is only one
Church and only one baptism—that of the Orthodox Catholic Church.

When most people in ROCOR joined Moscow, they betrayed the God-given truths
underlying the Anathema, the Creed, the Apostolic Canons, and the Orthodox patristic
consensus. ROCOR-MP clergy, both before and after the Act of Canonical Communion,
have systematically downplayed the degree to which Constantinople-Alexandria-Antioch
have preached the heresy of sister churches that differ in dogma and the heresy of
heretical-but-efficacious sacraments. Some of these people may be sincerely ignorant of
how clearly heretical Constantinople-Alexandria-Antioch have become, but, if ROCOR-
MP people care about the faith, they can easily find out.

Patriarch Kirill and the Patriarchate want to be recognized by the fallen world. The
false Patriarchate wants to be recognized by heretical Constantinople, but it wants to tell
“conservatives” that it is better and more Orthodox than Constantinople. The false
patriarchate wants to flirt with Rome, but it does not want to lose its authority in Ukraine
and other territories outside Russia. The false patriarchate wants the support of Putin,
Castro, and every evil dictator with whom it can collaborate. What the false patriarchate
will never do is anathematize the branch-theory heresies and the heretical-but-
efficacious-sacraments heresies. Orthodox Christians have always rejected such views.

The anti-Orthodox Council of Crete and the Moscow Patriarchate are similar. These
bishops want authority and power and they feel they need alliances with the
Monophysites, the Latins, and the WCC for their agenda. When Orthodox Christians
(whether old ROCOR or other traditional Orthodox) proclaim the Orthodox faith of one
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God, one Church, and one baptism, these Orthodox Christians are denounced as
schismatics by these un-Orthodox patriarchates. A key sign of the un-Orthodox nature of
these patriarchates is the contrast between how they praise the heretical Monophysites
and Latins and how they viciously denounce the Orthodox Christians who maintain the
traditional faith. The MP and the anti-Orthodox people of the robber council of Crete are
similar in this: they have long and repeatedly denounced bishops, such as Saint Philaret
of New York and Archbishop Auxentios of Athens, who are Orthodox in faith.

Who still tells the truth about the heresies of the Monophysites, the Latins, and the
Protestants? It is the Orthodox bishops, not the pseudo-bishops of the Council of Crete
and of the Moscow Patriarchate. The goal is not to be “super correct” (to use that unfair,
polemical phrase), but to be Orthodox and not in communion with pseudo-bishops.

Orthodox Christians are aware of the problems within historic ROCOR and the
many ambiguous and contradictory statements. Quoting them again today serves little
purpose, other than rationalizations and excuses for known errors today. However, it is a
fact that the ROCOR Councils of Bishops and its first-hierarch, Saint Philaret, defended
the faith in many official statements, including the decree on baptism and the Anathema.

What the ROCOR documents (especially the decree on baptism and the Anathema)
show is that ROCOR under Saint Philaret stood up for the Christian faith in one Church
and one baptism. Saint Philaret was inspired by God to anathematize ecumenism (the two
specific heresies defined above) but avoid overly specific decrees on the loss of
sacramental (deifying) grace in various churches at specific times. All Orthodox
Christians should follow him on that. In theory, all those who have succession from
ROCOR are already obligated to accept the Anathema. Because the Anathema is simply a
defense of the Orthodox patristic consensus that there is only one Church and one
baptism, it should be accepted by all Orthodox Christians. In fact, it is accepted already
by Orthodox bishops who are actually Orthodox in doctrine.

Why isn’t Metropolitan Hilarion of ROCOR-MP sending Sorrowful Epistles to the
entire world like Saint Philaret did? Because he is not Orthodox like Saint Philaret!

A big problem is the wishy-washy bishops of new ROCOR. They want to claim that
they have not compromised Orthodoxy, but they also want the support of the false
Patriarchate and the Putin regime. They lack anything remotely approaching a coherent
stance in support of Orthodox truth and in separation from heresy. What they are very
good at is compiling excuses. That is what the two recent compilations (from Platina and
other sources) are: 2017 efforts to rationalize and excuse communion with heresy today.
Nothing from the moderate expressions of Metropolitan Anastasii or Father Seraphim
Rose justify communion with heretical Constantinople or obedience to uncanonical Kirill
in 2017. We do not need any more excuses for communion with heresy. What we need is
to be under Orthodox bishops who confess plain, simple Orthodox doctrine, which
includes the two dogmas underlying the Anathema: There is only one Church and only
one baptism. Constantinople (and many in the MP) no longer believe this. Constantinople
(and many in the MP) are no longer Orthodox. We all need to stay away from these
pseudo-bishops and place ourselves under bishops who confess the Orthodox Catholic
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faith, its dogmas, and the Anathema. No more excuses. Anathema to those who deny one
Church and one baptism. Those who want to be plain, simple Orthodox Christians accept
the Anathema — others, sadly, are reluctant to do the Orthodox thing.

Before he reposed in 1979, Archimandrite Justin Popovi¢ told the bishops of the
Serbian Patriarchate that, if they wished to be Orthodox, they must immediately and
forever stop all of the common prayer services with the heterodox. Those false bishops
increased these false prayers and they even called Rome a “sister church” — and plain,
simple Orthodox Christians no longer consider those bishops to be Orthodox. Before he
reposed in 1985, Saint Philaret, the Church, and the Holy Spirit, anathematized the two
great relativistic heresies of our time. Will we today do the Orthodox thing and affirm the
Anathema?

Diakrisis Dogmaton
November 24, 2017 / December 7, 2017, Saint Clement of Rome and Saint Catherine of
Alexandria

**

THE ANATHEMA AGAINST ECUMENISM

RUSSIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH OUTSIDE OF RUSSIA (1983)

To those who attack the Church of Christ by teaching that Christ’s Church is divided into
so-called “branches” which differ in doctrine and way of life, or that the Church does not
exist visibly, but will be formed in the future when all “branches” or sects or
denominations, and even religions will be united into one body; and who do not
distinguish the priesthood and mysteries of the Church from those of the heretics, but say
that the baptism and eucharist of heretics is effectual for salvation; therefore, to those
who knowingly have communion with these aforementioned heretics or who advocate,
disseminate, or defend their new heresy of ecumenism under the pretext of brotherly love
or the supposed unification of separated Christians, anathema.

Russian / Pycckiii (in the original [pre-1918] orthography)

AHAOEMA DKYMEHHU3MY

PYCCKOM MIPABOCJIABHOM IIEPKBH 3AI'PAHUIIEH (1983 r.)
Hamanarommums Ha llepkoBs XpucTtoBy M ydamumsb, siko OHa pasgbnunace Ha BbTBH,
sKE pasHATCS CBOMMB y4Y€HIeMb M JKM3HIIO, U yTBEp)KIaroumMb LlepkoBs He cyury
BUIMMO OBITH, HO OTHh BBTBEM, packoyioBb W MHOBLPI COCMMHUTHCS UMaTh BO €IUHO
Thio; 1 ThMb, WKe HEe pazTMyYalOTh UCTUHHArO CBAIICHCTBA W TaMHCTBB LIepkBH OTH
epeTUYeCKUXb, HO yd4aTh, SKO KpEIIEHIE M eBXapHCTid E€peTUKOBBL NoBIbeTh A
crnaceHis, U ThMb, WKe UMYTh OOIIEHIE Cb CUMU €PETHKaMH HJIU CIOCOOCTBYIOTH UMb
WU 3alllMIal0Th MXb HOBYIO €pech JKyMEHH3Ma, MHsAIIE 0 Oparckyr Jr00Bb U
€IMHEeHIe pa3pO3HEHHBIXh XPUCTIaHDb ObITH: aHaoemd.



Greek / ‘EAMvika,

To avalOsuo katra tijs aipécews TOD oiKovuEVIGHOD

Tiis Poowilc ‘OpBodoéov Exkinciag tijg Avacmopdc (1983)

Toig Barrovotl kot thg ExkAnciag 100 Xpiotod kai diddokovoty &1t 1) 100 Xpiotod
‘ExxAncio pepéprotar €v obtm KaAoLUEVOLS «KAASOIG» OTTIVES dAPEPOVCLY GAAMAWMY €V
owaokoAiy kol tpoéme Cofic, | 6t 1 Exkinoia ovy veiotator opatdg, GAA
amapticOnoetal &v 1@ puéAhovty, dtav dmovteg ol «kAdoo» 1 tunuota 1| Opoioyiot 1
mpocétt Kol Opnokeiol Evowbovow &v évi ocopatt Kol oftvec ol dlakpivovot TNV
iepmodvny kol ta puotplo e Exkinciog dmd v iepoodviy Kol td pootpla Tdv
alpeTIK®V, AALO Aéyovoty 6Tt TO BAnTIGH Kol 1) dyoploTio TOV alpeTIK®Y €161V iKova
PO GOTNPLOV ®CAVTNOC, TOIG KOVOVODGLY £V YVMOGEL TOIC TPOUVILOVEVOEIGY OiPETIKOTG
7| ovvnyopodot, 6106100Vt | VIEPAUVVOUEVOLS THE KAVOPOVODS OVTMV aipécems TOD
OIKOVUEVIOUOD €V TPOoYNUOTL AOEAQIKTIG dydmng, 1| VmoTféuevNC Evdoems TV
dwywprobéviav Xpiotiovdv, avabeua.

Serbian (Cyrillic script) / Cpncku (hupuiauna)

AHATEMA EKYMEHH3MA

CBETHU CUHO/ PYCKE 3AT'PAHUYHE INPABOCJIABHE IIPKBE (1983 r.)
Onuma koju Hamaznajy LlpkBy XpucToBy M y4e Ja ce OHa MOJeNuiIa Ha TpaHe Koje ce
pa3nuKyjy MO CBOME y4elhYy U HaYMHY JKUBOTA, U TBpAE na L{pkBa He mocToju Ha BUIJbUB
Ha4yuH, HETO he HacTaTu Of] rpaHa, packojia U MHOBEPja, BUXOBUM CJEAUIHEHEM Y JEIHO
TEJO; OHMMa KOJU HE pasliuKyjy UCTHHCKO cBemteHcTBO M CBere Tajue LlpkBe on
JEPETHUKHX, HETO y4e /1a Cy KPIITEHhE U €BXapUCTHja JOBOJbHU 32 CIACEHE; OHMMA KOjU
MMajy OMIITEHE ca MOMEHYTUM jEPEeTUIINMA, WIIM UM TTOMaXy, WU IITUTE KUXOBY HOBY
jepec ekymeHu3Ma, yMunubajyhu na je To OpaTcka Jby0aB WM HayWH 3a CjeAUHCHA
pasnesbeHuX Xpuihana: anamema.

Croatian / Hrvatski

ANATEMA EKUMENIZMA

SVETI SINOD RUSKE ZAGRANICNE PRAVOSLAVNE CRKVE (1983 G):
Onima koji napadaju Crkvu Kristovu i uce da se ona podijelila na grane koje se razlikuju
po svome ucenju i nacinu zivota, i tvrde da Crkva ne postoji na vidljiv nac¢in, nego ¢e
nastati od grana, raskola i inoverja, njihovim sjedinjenjem u jedno tijelo; onima koji ne
razlikuju istinsko sveéenstvo i Svete Tajne Crkve od jeretickih, nego uce da su krstenje i
euharistija dovoljni za spasenje; onima koji imaju opéenje sa spomenutim jereticima, ili
im pomazu, ili §tite njihovu novu jeres ekumenizma, umisljaju¢i da je to bratska ljubav ili
nacin sjedinjenja razdijeljenih kr§¢ana: anatema.



Bulgarian / Bearapcku

AHATEMA CPEII]Y HKYMEHH3MA

MNPOBB3IJIACEHA OT PYCKATA IIPABOCJIABHA 3AJI'PAHUYHA
IH'BPKBA (1983 r.)

Te3u, kouro Hamagat XpucTtoBara l[bpkBa m ydaT, 4e TS ce€ € pa3[eiuia Ha KIOHOBE,
KOWTO C€ pa3In4aBaT B CBOUTE YYCHHUS W KUBOT, M YTBbp)KIaBaT, 4ye L[bpkBaTa BUIUMO
HE CBIINECTBYBa, HO TpsiOBa Ja ce ChEAWHH B €IUHHO TSUIO OT KJIOHOBE, PAa3KOJIU H
WHOBEPHsI; KAKTO U T€3U, KOUTO HE pa3In4aBaT HCTUHHOTO CBEIICHCTBO M TaHHCTBAaTa Ha
[IppKBaTa OT €peTHUECKHUTE, HO y4aT, Y€ KPBIICHUETO WM €BXapPUCTHITA HA €PETUIIUTE
CIy’)KaT 3a CIAceHWE; W TE3W, KOUTO HMMaT OOIICHHE C TAaKWBa CPETHIHM, WIH UM
CrocoOCTBaT, WK TH 3alllMTaBaT C HOBAaTa €pec Ha MKYMEHH3Ma 3a Oparcka JitoOOB U
eMHEHNE Ha pa3JIeJICHUTe XPUCTUIHU—O0a Ovoam anamema.

Romanian / Roméana

ANATEMA TMPOTRIVA ECUMENISMULUI

A SFANTULUI SINOD AL BISERICII ORTODOXE RUSE DIN AFARA RUSIEI
(1983)

Celor ce ataca Biserica lui Hristos invatand cd Biserica Sa este Impartitd in asa-zise
,ramuri” ce se deosebesc in doctrind si in felul de viata, sau ca Biserica nu existd in chip
vazut, ci va fi alcdtuita in viitor cand toate ,,ramurile”—sectele, denominatiunile si chiar
religiille—vor fi unite Intr-un singur trup, si care nu deosebesc Preotia si Tainele Bisericii
de cele ale ereticilor, ci spun ca botezul si euharistia ereticilor sunt valabile pentru
mantuire; prin urmare, celor ce cu buna-stiinta sunt in comuniune cu acesti eretici mai-
nainte-pomeniti sau celor ce sustin, raspandesc sau pazesc erezia lor ecumenistd sub
pretextul dragostei fratesti sau al presupusei uniri a crestinilor despartiti, anatema.

French / Francais

L’ANATHEME SUR L’ECUMENISME

L’EGLISE ORTHODOXE RUSSE HORS-FRONTIERES (1983)

A ceux qui attaquent 1’Eglise du Christ en enseignant que 1’Eglise du Christ est divisée en
soit disant «branches» qui divergent entres elles quant a la doctrine et au mode de vie, ou
que I’Eglise n’existe pas visiblement, mais sera formée dans le futur, lorsque toutes les
«branches», sectes ou confessions et religions mémes seront unifiées en un seul corps; et
qui ne distinguent pas le sacerdoce et les mystéres de I’Eglise de ceux des hérétiques et
qui disent que le baptéme et I’eucharistie des hérétiques sont efficaces pour le salut; de
méme, a ceux qui, en toute connaissance de cause, sont en communion avec les
hérétiques sus-mentionnés, ou qui plaident, répandent ou défendent leur nouvelle hérésie
de ’(Ecuménisme sous prétexte de I’amour fraternel ou de 'unification supposée des
chrétiens separés: anatheme.



Italian / Italiano

ANATEMA CONTRO LA PANERESIA DELL’ECUMENISMO

DELLA CHIESA RUSSA FUORI FRONTIERA (1983)

A coloro che attaccano la Chiesa di Cristo insegnando che la Chiesa di Cristo € divisa in
supposti “rami” che differiscono sia nella dottrina sia nella prassi di vita, ovvero che la
Chiesa di Cristo non esiste visibilmente ma che si formera in futuro quando tutte le
branche o sette o denominazioni, ed anche le religioni, saranno riunificate in un solo
corpo, e che non distingue il sacerdozio ed i misteri della Chiesa da quelli degli eretici ma
afferma che il Battesimo e 1’Eucarestia degli eretici hanno efficacia per la salvezza, a
coloro che consapevolmente hanno comunione con queste affermazioni eretiche o che si
fanno avvocati e difensori di questa nuova eresia dell’Ecumenismosotto il pretesto
dell’amore fraterno o di una supposta riunificazione dei Cristiani saparati anatema.

Spanish / Espafiol

ANATEMA CONTRA EL ECUMENISMO

DEL CONCILIO DE OBISPOS DE LA IGLESIA ORTODOXA RUSA EN EL
EXTRANJERO (1983)

A aquéllos que atacan la Iglesia de Cristo ensefiando que la Iglesia de Cristo esta dividida
en denominadas «ramas» que difieren en la doctrina y estilo de vida, o que la Iglesia no
existe visiblemente, pero sera formada en el futuro cuando todas las ramas o sectas, 0
denominaciones, e incluso las religiones se unirdn en un solo cuerpo; y quién no
distingue el sacerdocio y los misterios de la Iglesia, de aquéllos de los herejes, sino que
afirma que el bautismo y eucaristia de los herejes son eficaces para la salvacién; por
consiguiente, a aquéllos que a sabiendas estdn en comunidon con estos herejes
mencionados o quién apoye, disemine, o defienda su nueva herejia, ecumenismo llamada
comunmente, bajo el pretexto de amor fraternal o la supuesta unificacion de los
Cristianos separados, anatema.
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Polish / Polski

ANATEMA DOTYCZACA EKUMENIZMU

RUSKIEJ PRAWOSLAWNEJ CERKWI ZA GRANICA (1983 R.)

Atakujacym Cerkiew Chrystusowa i uczacym, ze podzielita si¢ ona na rozgalezienia,
ktore roznig si¢ swojg naukg i zyciem i twierdzacym, ze Cerkiew jawnie nie jest
prawdziwa, ale z odgalezien, roztamow i r6znych nauk ma si¢ zjednoczy¢ w jedno ciato;
1 tym ktorzy nie odrdzniaja prawdziwego kaplanstwa 1 sakramentow Cerkwi od
heretyckich, lecz ucza, ze chrzest i eucharystia heretykow doprowadza do zbawienia; i
tym, ktérzy obcuja z tymi heretykami lub pomagajg im lub bronig ich nowej herezji
ekumenizmu, uwazajac ja za wyraz braterskiej milosci 1 sposodb zjednoczenia
pordznionych chrze$cijan—anatema.

Czech / Cestina

ANATEMA EKUMENIZMU

RUSKE PRAVOSLAVNE CIRKVE V ZAHRANICI (1983 R.)

Tém, ktefi uto¢i na Kristovou Cirkev a uci, Ze se rozd¢lila na vétve, jez se odliSuji svym
ucenim a zZivotem, a ktefi tvrdi, ze Cirkev neni viditelna, nybrz z vétvi, rozkola a jinych
vyznani se ma do jedin¢ho téla spojit; a také tém, ktefi nerozliSuji pravdivého knézstvi a
tajin Cirkve od heretickych, ale uci, ze kiest a eucharistie heretikli jsou dostate¢né pro
spasu; a tém, ktefi jsou ve styku s témito heretiky nebo pomdhaji jim, nebo h4ji jejich
novou herezi, ¢ili ekumenizmus, a povazuji ji za bratrskou lasku a jednotu rozdélenych
kiestant nech bude anatéma.

Ukrainian / Ykpaincbka

AHADEMA EKYMEHI3MY

PYCBKOI TIPABOCJIABHOI IIEPKBU 3AKOPJIOHOM (1983 P.)

Tum, xTo Hamanae Ha [lepkBy XpHCTOBY 1 BUMTH, IO BOHA PO3JUTHIIACS HA TUIKH, IO
BIJIDI3HAIOTHCS BUEHHSM Ta JKUTTAM, Ta XTO CTBepmkye, mo llepkBa He € icHyroua i
BHJINMA, aJIe Ma€ 3 TIJIOK, PO3KOJIIB Ta 1HIIMX BU3HAHB MOEJTHATHCS B OJIHE TUIO; 1 THM,
XTO HE PO3pI3HIE ICTUHHOTO CBsIIeHCTBA Ta TaiHCcTB LlepkBu Bl €peTUYHUX, aji€ BUUTH,
0 XPEIICHHS Ta €BXapHUCTIS €PETUKIB JOCTAaTHI [JIsi CHACIHHS, 1 THM, XTO € Yy
CHIJIKYBaHHI 3 TaKUMHU €peTHKaMH abo gomomarae iMm, abo 3axuinae iXHIO HOBY €pech
€KyMEHI3MYy, BBaXKalo4H ii OpaTHBHOIO JIIOOOB’I0 Ta €THAHHIM PO3PI3HEHUX XPUCTHSIH—
anagema.



